THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
mainly from the London area. The provinces supplied some-
thing for the needs of private persons, but probably not very
much. The country owner of London sites may sometimes
have undertaken rebuilding, but he was much more likely to
seek out a tenant who would do it for him.1 Similarly, London
families, like the members of the Verney clan, may have drawn
upon their country connections, but here again it must in most
cases have been easier to approach either neighbours or pro-
fessional lenders. The latter were beginning to attract
occasional country clients, but there is nothing to show that this
movement received a stimulus after the Fire. Claims were
made that Dutch funds played a part. It was notorious that
certain Londoners acted as agents for such moneys, and, rival
or no rival, the lenders would have had no qualms about help-
ing in the city's restoration. But the allegation that they did
was contested as often as it was made. 'Mr. Titus says that a
great part of the money used in trade and for the building of
London is Dutch money. Mr. Child does ,nofc ^believe there is
io,ooo/ of foreign money here/ The cpmaftittee'tDf the House
of Lords which listened to these views made no finalpfpnounce-
ment upon them.8 It seemed clear that there had formjerly been
large foreign balances. 'It is stated that Alderman"Bucknell
had above ioo,ooo/ in his hands, Mr. Meynell aboVe 30,000/5
Mr. Vandeput at one time 6o,ooo/, Mr. Dericost always near
200,000/3 of Dutch money, lent to merchants at 7, 6, and 5 per
cent, when money was at 8 per cent.' But, when the legal rate
was lowered to 6 per cent, the money had apparently returned
to Holland. It was said that 'Dutch merchants, who are the
usual lenders of Dutch money, say there is no considerable
quantity of Dutch money in England; and ... it is contended
that trade has increased since the withdrawal of foreign money
and the lowering of interest from 8 per cent'. Child, who
ought to have known, seems to have represented the general
1 There is an interesting example in the lease by Matthew Hunter, Rector of New-
bold Pacie, Warwickshire, and Sarah, his wife, to Edward Marshall, mason: (Guildhall
Lib., MS. 833).
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